Cardiac memory: a work in progress.
Cardiac memory is a form of electrophysiological remodeling generally considered benign, although it shares transduction pathways with factors that may be pathological, such as angiotensin II and reactive oxygen species. When induced by electrical pacing, memory provides a window into the mechanisms engaged during cardiac device therapy. Emphasis is placed on the complexity of signaling processes occurring downstream to the simple intervention of cardiac pacing and the relationship of resultant ion channel changes to their expression in action potentials and body surface recordings.